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There are two types of homeowners: those who have had an 
interior water leak and those who will have one sometime in 
the future. The sheer number of plumbing fixtures and pipes in 
today’s homes make it almost certain that at some point a leak 
will require repair.

Fortunately, most leaks are minor drips that can usually be 
handled by DIYers with a few household tools. However, even 
though they may be rare, some leaks can be large enough to 
flood rooms and cause significant damage to your home and 
belongings. If that type should happen, the best course of 
action is to shut off your water and call a professional plumbing 
contractor.

Common Interior Plumbing Leaks

Your home’s plumbing system consists of supply lines that 
move water throughout the house to various fixtures and drain 
lines that then take it away. This configuration requires so little 
maintenance that much of the piping is hidden away in your walls 
and ceilings.

In many homes, the only places the plumbing lines are visible is 
where the pipes connect to the fixtures. While this is where many 
leaks occur, occasionally you may need to become a detective. 
There are many reasons why you may have a water leak, but 
some of the most common are:

•	 Loose supply connections: Everywhere you have a 
plumbing fixture – such as a faucet, clothes washer, or hot 
water heater – there are connections between the water 
supply lines and the fixture. These connections can loosen 
over time which may result in a small drip. This type of leak 
can usually be remedied with a wrench, but if it’s a soldered 
joint, you may need to call a plumber.
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•	 Toilets: There are many places a toilet can leak, but they’re 
almost always DIY friendly repairs. A leak at the base can 
often be corrected by installing a new wax ring and a drip 
from the tank can usually be fixed by installing new washers 
on the bolts that connect it to the tank. If you can’t find any 
other source for the escaping water, look for hairline cracks 
in the bowl or tank.

•	 Punctured pipes: If you’re installing trim or hanging 
Sheetrock and a puddle of water suddenly appears on 
the floor, there is a pretty good chance a pipe has been 
punctured by a nail or screw. While most plumbers install 
protective plates where piping passes through framing to 
prevent this sort of accident, occasionally one is missed. 
These types of repairs are normally beyond the abilities of 
the average DIYer -- turn off the water at the main shut-off 
and call a plumbing contractor.
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•	 Frozen pipes: This is a problem that can normally be 
prevented by ensuring that any water lines in exterior walls 
are properly insulated. However, if the weather is unusually 
cold or you happen to be without heat for a period of time 
during the winter, there’s a chance your home could have 
frozen water lines. The water expands as it freezes and 
can cause solder joints to break and pipes to split. When it 
thaws, you can have a major water leak. This is a repair for 
a plumbing contractor -- shut off your water and make the 
call.

•	 Drain leaks: If you happen to notice your ceiling is damp 
in a spot where a tub or shower is located directly above, 
there might be a leak at the fixture’s drain. Tubs and 
showers can flex slightly when being used and over time this 
may loosen the drain connection. Occasionally, the joint can 
be reached through an access panel, but in many cases the 
repair requires cutting the Sheetrock in the ceiling below. 

It’s usually a good idea to check that all caulking around the 
fixture is intact and not allowing water to seep before cutting 
any drywall.

This is a brief list of possible water leak locations -- in many cases 
it can take a while to track the trouble spot down. One thing 
to remember when dealing with leaks: a drip might seem to be 
minor and hardly worth your time, but even the smallest bit of 
escaping water can eventually cause mold to flourish, which can 
lead to a much larger and more expensive problem.


